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(e)   PHYTOPHAGA

Tarsi five-jointed, apparently four-jointed, the third joint
usually thickly pubescent beneath.

LARIIDJE (Bruchidce).

Pulse beetles.

Small, thick-set. Head free, produced in front. Elytra
truncate, pygidium exposed. Hind femora thickened.
Antennae eleven-jointed, dentate or pectinate. First tar sal
joint elongate. Claws broadly toothed at base.
About 800 species are contained in this family. They have
a wide distribution, having, owing to their habits, been carried
about the world by commerce.
They are small, thick-set beetles, sombre in appearance,
and have the body clothed with hairs. The head is Bmall
and produced in front into a short, blunt rostrum. The
antennae are eleven-jointed and in many cases serrate or
pectinate. The well-developed prothorax is closely applied
to the mesothorax. The elytra do not entirely cover the
abdomen, but leave the pygidium exposed. The abdomen
is very thick-set. The legs are somewhat short, with the
femora thickened and the first tarsal joint of all the legs
elongate.
The eggs are small, oval in shape and yellow of colour. They
are laid in an adhesive condition on the seeds or the seed pods
of various plants, particularly those of the Lfyuminaxat. The
resulting larvae are white, soft, fleshy grubs, with strong biting
mandibles, and in the first instar, very short thoracic legs
and a pair of toothed thoracic plates ; the legs do not appear
in the later stages. Pupation takes place inside the seed, and
in this country, at any rate, the beetles remain an pupa* during
the winter. The larva* eat out the inner portion of the seed,
but leave the germ unharmed. They are, much parasitised
by Chalcids. The adults are found on flowers and foliage*.
Numerous papers have been written on the economic,
importance of these beetles. A complete lint of the* specie**
by Pic will be found in the Berlin Catalogue.
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